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Formation of Interest Group: from Pluralism to Collective Action Theory

Gao Chunya
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Abstract: In the eyes of pluralism, the change of social structure will force people with common
interest to organize interest groups voluntarily. From the angle of collective action theory, the
formation of interest group is a collective action involving group members, and free-riding will lead to
voluntary failure. Only under the condition of selective incentive, can potential group transforms into
organized interest group. With the assumption of methodological individualism and introduction of the
concept of collective goods. the theory of collective action propels the development of pluralism
theory.
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