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Constitutionalistic Viewpoints of Public Interest in
Western Public Administration Theories

Chen Shixiang
(School of Politics & Public Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract: In the Western Public Administration field, the controversy concerning the public
interest runs through the theory developing history, the scholars have put forward various quite
different defining methods and proposals. To total up, the main consensus of the constitutionalism
lies in the widespread acknowledgement that public administration plays an important role and is a
fundamental operating mechanism in the implementing process of public interests. According to the
differences on the perspectives, they can be divided into two types: descriptive and prescriptive.
However., there is a very strong tendency to try to integrate and coordinate the different values, which
embodies the value integrating trend in the field.
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