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Distribution of Non-responses in Chinese Political Survey Research

Yan Jie
(School of Government, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: In recent years, an increasing number of scholars have been employing survey research
methods to study Chinese politics and relevant political theories. This paper first provides an
examination of the general practice of Chinese political survey research. It further analyzes the
distribution of unit non-responses and item non-responses in these studies, and cautions that non-
response rate has reached such a high level that it will cause estimation bias.

Key words: non-response; Chinese politics; survey research; missing data



