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Source Classification of Municipal Domestic Waste .

The Dilemma of Collective Action of Residents and Its Overcoming
Zhang Liping (Huazhong Agricultural University)
Zhang Zhonghua (Shandong University)

Abstract; With the rapid urbanization of China,the “garbage siege” phenomenon is leading to more and more environmental
and social problems. Source classification of municipal domestic waste is helpful in waste reduction, innocent treatment, and
resource recovery. It is also essential for the urban sustainable development. Waste classification in China is facing a
“dilemma of collective action”, that is, large numbers of people do not release waste in accordance to domestic waste
classification for not disturbing themselves, for not wasting time or for some other reasons. Third-party enforcement,
selective excitation, autonomous organization and self-governance are four possible ways to overcome the difficulties. A
hybrid strategy has been discussed based on system analysis of successful experiences both in China and abroad. Meanwhile,
the government should really take up the responsibility and lead by example to promote the establishment of social
confidence in classification,and should pay large attention on nurturing and effective use of social capital.

Key words: domestic waste classification; collective action; social capital; urbanization
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