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Residential Confinement at Designated Residence as “Harsher than Detention”

Guo Shuo (Beijing Jiaotong University)

Abstract: It has been three years since the official issue of the 2012 Criminal Procedural Law. Residential confinement at
designated residence, however,obstinately remains in awkwardness, 1. e. , it is either inapplicable or a violation of human
rights. Residential confinement in practice imposes harsher conditions than arrest does. It has no balancing or supervising
measures in the current system. Legislators and some researchers believed that residential confinement at designated
residence might be a benign alternative to detention,and a way to improve human rights. Their imagination has been proved
groundless by the reality of legal practice during the past three years. It is high time to end this legislative and institutional
embarrassment.

Key words: designated residence; residential confinement; human rights protection; harsher than detention
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