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Critical Realism’s Critiques on Logical Positivism in Economics
Chang Qingxin (Renmin University of China)

Abstract : Economic thoughts and economic research methods are deeply influenced by various philosophy of science. The
typical characteristic of modern mainstream economic research is in positivism’s domination. In the field of philosophy of
science., critical realism gives a comprehensive evaluation on positivism. Critical realism brings forward some kinds of new
insights which are different form positivism in the questions of naturalism,ontology,epistemology, reasoning methods. These
new insights can provide some useful enlightenments in the field of method choice in economic study.
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