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The Legislation and Practice of Administrative Public Interest Litigation
in Taiwan

—Based on “Meili Bay Case”
Lin lihong (Wuhan University)

Abstract: The presentlegislation in Taiwan containing provisions on public interest litigation are the Administrative
Litigation Law and the Environmental Protection Law. The first public interest case brought pursuant to the article 9
of the administrative litigation law is the Meili Bay case. It is also one of the few cases that plaintiff win the case. The
case explicitly recognized the standing of environmental protection public interest groups in administrative litigation.
The litigation type was obligation imposing lawsuit. As an exception to the obligation imposing lawsuit, the
environmental citizen suit does not require to bring the administrative process. Taiwan’ s administrative public
interest litigation also demonstrates some problems in legislation and practice, such as limiting public interest
litigation to obligation imposing lawsuit. This may not be helpful to the full and complete realization of the protection
of public interest.

Key words: public interest litigation; administrative litigation; citizen suit; environmental protection; Meili Bay

Case; legislation in Taiwan
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