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Flexible Operation of Joint Mechanism and Stability Analysis of Chinese Vertical

Relationship among Governments
Chu Jianguo (Wuhan University)
Zhu Chengryan (Wuhan University)

Abstract: Under the unitary system framework with Chinese characteristics, organization, interests and responsibility triple
joint mechanisms contained in vertical relationship and their functions coupling is the key to maintain national unity and
stability. But the rigid operation of the joint mechanisms may inhibit the autonomy of local government, and it is not
conducive to achieve sustainable development. After The Reform and Opening up.in order to arouse the enthusiasm of both
central and local authorities, the central transferred power and interest to local government at the same time controlled them
by flexible means of consultation and persuasion,elastic accountability, benefit induction. It makes the operation of the triple
joint mechanisms among the vertical governments more flexible, not only keeps the effective control of the central
government to the local, but also gives a certain amount of autonomy to them. This is the inner mechanism that China
overcame the institutional crisis caused by the separation of powers, and kept the relatively stable relationship between
central and local authorities.

Key words: the vertical relationship among governments; joint mechanism; flexible control
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