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How Can the Democratic Governance Work? .
From Villager Self-Governance to Community Self-Governance

Yuan Fangcheng (Central China Normal University)

Abstract; The villager self-governance is the transformation and innovation of grassroots governance system in rural areas
after the disintegration of people’s commune, Villager self-governance system and democratic electoral system have become
increasingly standardized over the past three decades. Apart from that, range of competitive elections continues to be
expanded and democratic governance continues to be innovated. This makes an extensive and far-reaching positive impact on
the countryside and the national political democratization. However, the grassroots system that is based on a strict system
of census register and land border, which has caused the isolation between urban and rural, the confusion of economy and
society as well as the sealing of society, is in conflict with the large scale flow of rural land. population and resource in the
process of current rapid industrialization, urbanization, marketization, informatization and modernization. Along with
community construction in rural areas. community self-governance as a governance form that is more open, inclusive,
integrated and cohesive than villager self-governance, is a realistic and necessary choice. Besides, it has become a new form
and a new stage of grassroots democratic governance in China.

Key words: self-governance of villages; grass-roots democratic; democratic governance; rural community
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