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A Cognitive Approch to Public Administration .
Paradigm Challenges and Key Issues

Jing Huaibin (Sun Yat-sen University)

Abstract : How to push theinterdisciplinary study between public administration(PA) and cognitive science(CS) concerns the
development strategy of the two subject groups. Merging the CS with its six disciplines into PA will stretch greatly the
border of PA, while the social and institutional nature of PA will also challenge the individual paradigm of CS. The state
logic of PA, seeking the legitimacy and effectiveness of governmentbased on the cultural spirituality, is different from the
rational logic of individual actions. The fundamental questions of the interdisciplinary study between PA and CS should
consider three types of key variables: (1) culture and ideology, which center around spirituality; (2) organizational
regulations, which are based on the political institution and norms; and (3) economic interests of individuals or social
classes. The interdisciplinary study between PA and CS will possibly take two approaches:one is the PA framework with
CS; and the other is CS framework with CS. The combination of the two fields will be an exciting artistic breakthrough of
knowledge.

Key words: public administration; cognitive science; spirituality; institution; ideology; paradigm
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