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Risk Society and Social Transformation of China:
A Narrative of Variables and Structure

Tao Jianzhong (Zhejiang Administration Institute)
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Abstract ; Social transformation is usually accompanied by drastic social changes. Risks of social transformation of China and

those of risk society fold up and insert mutually. This mixture of risks is mainly caused by the institutionalized risks which

result from institutional defects and institutional incapability. At present.anomie and social conflicts incarnate institutional

risks. and are also the social costs of social transformation. However, the achievements of social transformation shouldn't be

devoured by the costs of social transformation. This is the bottom-line consensus that should be built in China in the period

of transformation. Therefore, to control risks and build an effective governance structure becomes a necessary choice for

China to construct an ordered society during the period of transformation. Variables of transforming society risks mainly

exist in information communication, the gap between the rich and the poor, social class mobility, state authority, value

concept, standard system and trust structure. All these belong to the three key levels (i. e. , institutional capability, social

function and active individuals) that constitute an effective governance structure,

Key words: risk society; social transformation; governance structure; institutional risks
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