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On Copyright of 3D Printing Digital Model

Ning Lizhi (Wuhan University)
Wang Defu (Wuhan University)

Abstract: Under the condition of certain technical level, the development of 3D printing industry depends on the quality and
quantity of 3D digital models. The creation, spreading, exchanges and sharing of 3D digital models will be related to
multiple interests. At this point, the traditional “the idea/expression dichotomy” theory still treats 3D digital model as a
work of copyright law broadly. and protect it fully, will handicap the spreading of 3D digital models. In fact. copyright law
of the people’ s republic of China contains the minimum requirements for the creative level of the works, which can be
regarded as a more rigorous standard of judging the “originality” of works. Therefore, to classify the 3D digital model with
the standard of originality, and to restrict the improper interests of oblige of the 3D digital model with the rigorous standard,
will be helpful to achieve the development of 3D printing, the protection of innovators, and the sharing of knowledge.

Key words: 3D printing; 3D digital model; copyright; originality
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