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Ideal and Reality of Publicness:

A Political Cultural Analysis on the Principle of Classical Republican Governance

Zhang Fengyang (Nanjing University)

Abstract : Publicness is the principle established and held on to by the republican tradition. In the ancient republican era, there
existing two major approaches deriving from this principle. One is the so-called Virtuous Governance, which aims to ensure
“the republic is for all” by educating and cultivating the citizen to ascertain the decisions they make will guard and promote
the common interest. The other lies in the answer to the question about how to prevent public power degenerates into the
private tool at service of certain individuals or limited groups for their own agenda recurring to “Mix and Balance” , which can
be summarized as the rule of law. Given the fact that it is still necessary at present to carry out the principle of publicness
and manage to achieve the dynamic balance between virtuous governance and the rule of law if good governance is to

maintain, the typological analysis on the principle of classical republican governance is in consequence not only a pure

archeology of knowledge,but more importantly,a research which bears revealing meanings to the modern time.

Key words: publicness; classical republican tradition; civil virtue; mixed regime
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