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The Unity of Fact and Value.

The Internal Logic of David Easton’s Post-behavioralist Methods
Zhang Hanzhi (Wuhan University)

Abstract: The relationship between fact and value are the focus of contemporary political science methodology debate. Value-
neutrality of behavioralist research suffered a real dilemma in the late 1960s, leading that behavioralist approach lost
effectiveness for the study of social and political issues at that time. According to the situation of the study of political
science, Easton criticized the method of empirical observation and historicist interpretation. He advocated value return and
rebuild,and the unity of fact and value in the study of political science. And that unity, which is the internal logic of post-
behavioralist political science. Easton founded the political system theory form this internal logic. His theory enriched the
research methods and content of political science, and created a basic idea of the study of the post-behavioralist political
science.
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