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On the Rewriting of Confucian History and the Ideology of Ancient History

Ren Jiantao (Renmin University of China)

Abstract : Confucian history needs to be rewritten. Writing the history of Confucianism has been interfered by power politics
and value paranoid. Rewriting Confucian history must break the twofold shackles of politics and culture. One is the rigid idea
of explaining the political backwardness of China with cultural factors, which dues to the attribution of China’ s
backwardness to Confucianism since the late Qing Dynasty. The other is the ideological concept of ancient history illustrating
that China has been always lagging, which has been established for the construction of a modern state and consolidated
during the transition of the ownership of the means of production. And the interaction of these two shackles cause a distorted
ideology when rewriting the history of Confucianism. Rewriting Confucian history must establish modern dimension of value
and modern orientation of knowledge.the former involving the historical evaluation scale.as well as the latter relating to the
commensurability of knowledge of the rewriting work. The purpose of rewriting Confucian history is not to rebuild factional
domination like “abandoning all other schools, praising only Confucianism”, but lay foundation to absorb important
resources of local thoughts in Chinese modern transformation and create a new and creative situation of ideas on the basis of
respecting the historical evolution of Confucianism.

Key words: Confucian history; ancient history; ideology
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