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The Prince, Republic and Machiavelli’s Understanding of Political Founding

Chen Huawen (Renmin University of China)

Abstract: The tension between the prince and republic in Machiavelli’s works makes him the most controversial thinker in
the history,yet what Machiavelli concerns behind such external antagonism is how to found an everlasting republic. The
founding of a great republic is one of the most important issues in Machiavelli’s works and his understanding of founding
just can be generalized into three moments of Machiavelli: (a) the solo moment that one to order, many to maintain, (b) the
collective founding by the conflicts between the nobility and the plebs and (c¢) the continuous founding that bring the
republic back to its beginning. In all these three moments, the combination of the dominated power of a prince and a republic
is essential to the everlasting free order for a polity.

Key words: Machiavelli; The Prince; The History of Livy; republic
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