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Political Philosophy Reflection of Shang Yang’s Law
——Concurrently Discuss the Function, Value and Spirits of Law-ruling
Wu Baoping (China University of Political Science and Law)

Lin Cunguang (China University of Political Science and Law)

Abstract: This article takes the meaning and objective of Shang Yang’s Law as its starting point.which can help us have a
better understanding of Shang Yang’s law-ruling thoughts. Shang Yang’s thoughts centered in “ruled the country by law”,
formed and expanded around “agriculture strategy”. The principal part of the statesmanship is emperor in his law-ruling
thoughts, but making the whole country rich and its military force strong is not the only purpose in his ideology, “all-people
self-governance”, “the whole world” s stable”, “re-establish the highest moral” and “inherit the virtue in society” are the
other political ideas to be achieved. From the political philosophy’s perspective, Shang Yang’s Law reflects the function,

value and spirits of law-ruling.

Key words: Shang Yang; rule the country by law; rule of law; political philosophy
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