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Micro-power : The Biological Interpretation of Power in the Postmodern Context

Hu Guodong (Dongbei University of Finance &. Economics)

Abstract : Power is one of the core concepts in the research field of modern humanities and social sciences. In the modernism
philosophy, with instrumental, economic and technical characteristics, power is dominant and exclusive in the scarce
resources. Michel Foucault, who is one the leaders of postmodernism philosophy, developed a kind of micro-power with
biological characteristics, which closely linked local knowledge, has the characteristics of liquidity and dispersion, and which
operation mechanism is called “discipline” by Michel Foucault. Under this mechanism, micro-power can produce obedient
and docile body,which is a more exquisite and hidden control to the individual. At the same time, it also developed a self
technology through the ethics, which increases the independent ability of individual in the organization. Through
deconstructing the modernism power, Foucault tried to take the power into postmodern theme of free and autonomy.

Key words: micro-power; postmodernism; local knowledge; biological interpretation
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