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Tension between Tao and Power

——Study on Mencius’ Concept of the Relation between Tao and Power

Luo Xuefei (Zhongnan University of Economics and Law)

Abstract : Mencius’ concept of the relation between Tao and power is based on life dualism, Tao possesses the characteristic

of history,sociality,and transcendence,and power has a good character and tends to do evil, however, because of his concept

of virtue ethics, power does not have independence and attaches itself to Tao. In his opinion, Tao separates from power,

which is the basic premise; Tao exceeds power,which is the fundamental spirit; literati and officialdom could not bend Tao

and follow power, which is a negative view on the official career and retire in the treatment for them; and literati and

officialdom have to employ themselves actively in practising Tao by obtaining support from power. This made the typical

Confucian scholars shape a peculiar personality trait,and profoundly affected the development and evolution of the scholar-

official politics in later ages.

Key words: Mencius; concept of the relation between Tao and power; Tao exceeding power; practising Tao by obtaining

support from power
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