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The Spatial-temporal Pattern and Driving Mechanisms of the Development

of Urbanization in Yangtze River Economic Belt
Wu Chuanqging (Wuhan University)
Wan Qing(Wuhan University)

Abstract: The comprehensive urbanization level of urban agglomerations continues improving and it appears as a gradient

pattern which downstream area of the Yangtze River is higher than the midstream area and then even higher than the

upstream area; in addition,its spatial difference gets more significant after peak-to-trough swing. There are distinct spatial

difference and dynamic evolution characteristics among the four subsystems of urbanization. The gap between the nine urban

agglomerations on the urbanization is mainly reflected in population urbanization and land urbanization. The difference of

economic urbanization and society urbanization between upper reaches and the lower stream is especially apparent. Market

mechanism have significant effects on urbanization and the influence of governmental mechanism, internal mechanism and

external mechanism are relatively weaker. To advance the balanced development of urbanization in urban agglomerations of

Yangtze river economic belt, we should focus on population urbanization and better play the role of the government

mechanism.

Key words:the Yangtze river economic belt; urbanization; spatial-temporal pattern; driving factors
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