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The Complexity of Contemporary Chinese Politics and State Governance’s

Modernization
Liu Wei (Wuhan University)

Abstract: When scholars and observers are talking about contemporary Chinese politics, they always neglect the complexity
of high level of it. So they adhere to some level or point of investigation and divergence of views about the fact and value of
Chinese politics. In fact,contemporary Chinese politics succeeds the traditions from ancient empire politics, modern politics
and post-reform politics,and also complexes certain factors of these traditions from level of sprit,system and working. Such
fact results in a difficulty in studying and evaluating contemporary Chinese politics. We may use a path of complexity to
investigate contemporary Chinese politics and understand it as a whole. If we do so, we will negotiate the divergence of
ideological views about contemporary Chinese politics and face the complexity and logic of complexity of it. The structure of
tension in contemporary Chinese politics resulting from the complexity of it will have serious influence on the prospect of
state governance’s modernization in aspects of political space and system resource.

Key words: contemporary Chinese politics; complexity; political tradition; spirit-system-working; state governance
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