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From “the Backyard Contention” to Public Participation

——A Review on the NIMBY Contention in the Process of Urbanization

Cui Jing (Central University of Finance and Economics)

Abstract: The discussion on NIMBY contention is a popular issue among scholars all over the world in the process of
urbanization. Their arguments revolve around three dimensions: science-society relationship, environment-society relationship
and state-society relationship in NIMBY contention. To analyze the characteristics and action types of NIMBY contention in
China through these three dimensions will help to demonstrate the relationships among the state, society, environment and
science and would provide a possible solution for mitigating NIMBY contention in China. Under the current political system,
a governance framework composed of local government, the public, NGOs and NIMBY enterprises would help to negotiate
and solve the NIMBY contention.

Key words: NIMBY; environmental equity; public participation; urbanization
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