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Understanding Rational Choice: History, Development and Debates
Xing Ruilei (Wuhan University)

Abstract: As one of crucial theoretical approaches in modern political science, rational choice, constituting a unique knowledge
system,is based on the concept of “instrumental rationality” and *economic man hypothesis”. It is the theory that
accompanied fierce academic debates, contributes to the dramatic development of political research. Nowadays, rational choice
theorists have been expanding the concept of “thick rationality” in which the factor of culture and institution can be

‘

included, not only overcoming the limitations of its earlier version, but some “value rational actions” can be explained by
rational choice theory. Nowadays, rational choice is a main paradigm for comparative politics study,and more importantly, its
evolution process has endowed the possibility to take up political science studies with a unified methodological base.

Key words: rational choice theory; thin rationality; thick rationality; value rationality
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