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The Relationship between Social Trust and Income Inequality :
A Quantitative Analysis

Bai Rui (Associate Professor,Ji’ nan University)

Luo Longzhen (Graduate,Ji’nan University)

Abstract: Based on the data of Chinese General Social Survey in 2005, using the curve regression estimate, we find the
relationship between social trust and income inequality: Income inequality and social trust has significant correlation, while
this influence is neither positive nor negative, but more cubic polynomial curve: the relationship of “N” Type Curve.
Obviously,the majority of Chinese provinces are in the “N” Type Curve downward phase currently. This means that the
income gap is eroding our social trust.

Key words:income inequality;social trust;curve regression estimate;the “N” Type Curve
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