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An Analysis of “Deliberation” and “Election” in China’s Democratic Political

Development
—— A Review of the “Priority of Deliberative Democracy”
Shen Jianlin (Professor, Wuhan University)

Jiang Tianpeng (Doctoral Candidate, Wuhan University)

Abstract: In the heated discussion of deliberative democracy, the “priority of deliberative democracy” is proposed and demon-
strated by many scholars, which based on China’s non-competitive centralized system, diversified interests and traditional
culture,argues that we should avoid electoral democracy and develop deliberative democracy firstly. However, this viewpoint
is untenable because it not only misinterprets the idea of deliberative democracy itself, but also reverses the logic connection
between electoral democracy and deliberative democracy. As the core framework of the representative democracy, electoral
democracy has a logical priority. Without electoral democracy and the representative democracy which it maintains, delibera-
tive democracy will lost its effective operation space in the system because of equal political rights of citizen lacks of protec-
tion. Furthermore, without the decision-making model of election and voting.,deliberation is likely to be endless for failed to
reach a consensus. Electoral democracy is the only way one can’t bypass,only to promote and improve electoral democracy,
other forms of democracy can be expected to be developed.

Key words: deliberative democracy; electoral democracy; national conditions; cultural tradition
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