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The Tension between the State Sovereignty and Self-preservation Right
in Leviathan

Shen Lin (Lecturer, University of International Relations)

Abstract: In Leviathan,sovereignty and personal self-preservation right are two core concepts. For protecting personal self-
preservation right, Hobbes constructed a powerful state sovereignty. But. there are serious tension between the state
sovereignty and self-preservation right:on the one hand, non-conditioned state sovereignty will inevitably lead to abusing,and
then will infringe upon personal self-preservation right; On the other hand. the personal right of self-preservation being
emphasized excessively makes subjecting against the law and the sovereignty have the moral basis, and this certainly will
damage the basis of national sovereignty. The logic dilemma of Leviathan lies in: on the one hand, Hobbes gave no

distinction between sovereignty being supreme and governance right should be restricted; On the other hand, Hobbes didn't

distinguish the two kinds of personal self-preservation right between in nature and in state.

Key words: Hobbes; Leviathan; state sovereignty; personal self-preservation right
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