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Political Participation of New Generation Migrant Workers:
Realistic Dilemma and Improving Approaches

Zheng Yonglan (Associate Professor, Nanjing Agriculture University)

Abstract: The new generation migrant workers’ “Identity politics” based on the reproduction of identity, has significant
characters of transition and non-balance during the transitional period of our society, which leads to the interest-oriented and
space intersection of new generation migrant workers. The practice has to deal with multiple dilemmas on participation
uncertain and low-performance rooted in the new generation migrant workers”’ identity which can cause many problems in
intergenerational transmission, weak institutional insurance and participants’ behavioral origination,and so on. Therefore, we
need to plan the urban and rural areas as a whole, build systematic oriented-right type of social security system and explore
further the reform of household registration system according to the perspective of the country’ s modernization
development. We also need to take advantage of the “New Four Modernizations” construction to dissolve the “identity
difficulties” of migrant workers” political participation. These approaches will help to create conditions for removing
thoroughly the “Identity politics” represented by peasant workers and realizing comprehensively the “Civil politics” initiated
by Popular Sovereignty in proper sequence.

Key words: new generation migrant worker; political participation; democracy at the grassroots level
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