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The Asian Observers of the Arctic Council and Arctic Governance

Liu Huirong (Professor,Ocean University of China)

Chen Yitong (Doctorial Candidate, Ocean University of China)

Abstract ; General characters exist in the evolvement within Arctic affairs of the new Asian observers of the Arctic Council.
In terms of scientific research, shipping, environmental protection, their participations have different extent, and influence
associated regulations. By issuing observer manual and other documents, AC restricted the role of observers and content of
their activities. Meanwhile, AC hopes the observers do respect the Convention on the Law of the Sea functioned as the
fundamental legal framework of the Arctic affairs,and make contributions to the Arctic. Convention on the Law of the Sea
and other relevant conventions are Asian observers’ legal basis for participating in the Arctic affairs. The regional-global
characteristic of Arctic governance requires the involvement of Asian observers,and needs specific consideration of the global
institutions.
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