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The Institutional-cultural Attribution of Political Trust and Its Effects on

Cooperation with Government
Zhang Shuwei (Associate Professor,Sun Yat-sen University)

Jing Huaibin (Professor.Sun Yat-sen University)

Abstract ; Political trust is a serious social problem in China. It is becoming an important issue on public administration.
Institutional and cultural mechanism of political trust is just the focus of this paper. Based on survey data of 767 urban and
rural residents, this research not only explores the antecedents of people’s political trust, but also analyses its effects on
cooperation and resistance with government. The results indicate that: 1) both political appraisal and corruption perception
consistently predict political trust; 2) central political trust is predicted by central political appraisal, central political
efficacy, central corruption perception, social trust, political cynicism, authoritarianism and media trust; 3) local political
trust is predicted by local political appraisal, local political efficacy, local corruption perception and authoritarianism;

b

4) political trust promotes individuals’ cooperation with government and restricts individuals’ resistance with government.
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Key words: political trust; institutional perspective; cultural perspective; cooperation; resistance
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