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“Good Man” and “Good Citizen” .
An Aristotelian Solution to a Difficult Issue in Political Ethics

Huang Xuan (Postdoctoral Researcher,Peking University)

Abstract: Whether we can be both a good man and a good citizen has been a difficult issue in political ethics through ages.
Aristotle”s answer to this question is of classic value. From Aristotle’s perspective, within the perfect form of regime,a good
citizen possesses the complete virtue as a good man does. It”s nearly impossible that each citizen is capable of being a perfect
good man in a real life. However, one could at least be a good citizen who dedicates himself to the polity and “functions”
appropriately to complete the happiness of the polity. Aristotle’s theory of civic virtue has its mutant in modern political
theory: subjects’ virtue of obedience in absolutism,which declares that the ruler is granted to request members of political
community to completely identify and submit to the national power. This mutant kind of political virtue is contrary to the
modern political principle of civil rights, which has caused a paradox of giving priority to either becoming a good citizen or
becoming a good man. It is thus necessary to reaffirm the virtue of a good man in the bottom-line sense of modern morality,
so as to prevent people from losing their moral faith and rolling into nihilism and skepticism, as they realized the absolute
national power should be questioned and vigilantly watched.

Key words: good man; good citizen; Aristotle; civic virtue; subjects” virtue of obedience
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