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Transcend the Negative Liberty and Positive Liberty

Wang Baolei (Doctoral Candidate, Wuhan University)

Abstract: Berlin’ s two concept of liberty is not enough to cover all human’s understanding and comprehension about
freedom. According to the different meanings of liberty in the history,it is able to be classified into two major categories—
introspective liberty and realistic liberty. The later can be further divided into three types— guardian liberty, developmental
liberty and dependent liberty. Negative liberty which is defined by Berlin can be incorporated into guardian liberty and based
on Berlin’s definition of positive liberty,it can be allocated into introspective liberty and all three types of realistic liberty.

Key words: liberty; Berlin; introspective liberty; guardian liberty; developmental liberty; dependent liberty
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