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Finding the Final Home for Souls through Worshipping Parents’ Funerals

and Ancestors’ Commemorations

Chen Zhonggeng (Professor, Hunan Science and Technology )

Abstract ; Chinese filial culture attaches great importance to worshiping the rites of parents’ funeral and commemorations to
ancestors, which is a condensed wisdom of the nation. It has been accepted as an ethical custom to show respect to the
severe father and admiration for ancestors in a Chinese family. This custom not only cultivates a mild and gentle personality
adapted to the farming culture, but also helps to increase the attachment of the whole people to the national unity, pushing
the Chinese nation from an ancestor identity one to an ethnic identity one. Most importantly, this custom helps the
compatriots find the final home of souls through the succession of blood chain, and in turn souls go into immortality
through passing—on—descendants’ worshiping incense.

Key words: worshipping the rites of parents’ funeral and commemorations to ancestors; admiration for ancestors; blood

chain; final home of souls
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