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Variation of Liberalism and Communitarianism
———American Schools’ Values Education under the Impact of Political Philosophy

Yang Wei (Associate Professors Wuhan University)

Abstract ; Contemporary USA Schools’ values education is affected deeply by Liberalism and Communitarianism. The ideas
of Liberalism-centering the individual rights, the politically neutral position, the respect and tolerance for diversity cultural
values and the emphasis on autonomy-profoundly affect the goals. principles and methods of public schools”’ values
education. Communitarianism provides a theoretical reference for criticizing liberal values, arouse the peoples”’ attention to
social values and individual responsibility in public education, make the identity of core values become an important issue and
apply an alternative character-based educational approach for values education. The theoretic repair and integrated
development between Liberalism and Communitarianism affect the tendency of Public Schools” values education. The more
inclusive values perspectives are emerging from the overlapping consensus of Liberalism, Communitarianism and the other
political philosophy.

Key words: Liberalism; Communitarianism; public school of America; values education
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