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Some Thoughts Concerning Miao Fenglin and Fei Xiaotong
Views of Feudal Society in China

Feng Tianyu
(Chinese Traditional Culture Research Centers Wuhan Universityy, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract: Miao fenglin, one of the representatives of the Xueheng School, engaged himself in the
structuring of the Chinese general history. He raised up a theory of ten periods in Chinese history in
his works The Abstract of Chinese General History and The Outline of Chinese General History . He
divided Chinese feudalism in the feudatorial period into 3 parts, they are: feudalism, giving farms and
patriarchal clan system. He also ranked Tang Dynasty, Yu Dynasty, Xia Dynasty and Western Zhou
Dynasty as Feudatorial Period. Fei Xiaotong, sociologist, believed that “Feudalism” was a concept
against “ The King’ s Autocracy”. It referred to the feudalism in Yin Dynasty and Zhou Dynasty which
was a sui generis system compared with “ The King’ s A utocracy”. Mr. Fei and Mr. M iao insisted the
idea that the original meaning and the Western meaning of Feudalism were closely linked. They gave
the development of Chinese history an accurate summary, and its specific conclusion should be treated
seriously while its method of researching the history should become a reference.
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