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The Role of Confucian Scholar-bureaucrats
in Traditional Political Structure

Xie Yuansun
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract: By analyzing the meaning of “undertaking of Dao and justice”, we can compare the class
of modern Western intellectuals with that of Confucian scholar-bureaucrats. Dao is superior to the
tendency, Confucian succession is therefore superior to political tradition. Devoting to Dao, Confucian
scholar-bureaucrats are able to constantly criticize and protest the actual authority of politics on behalf
of ordinary people. Their criticizing and protesting indeed contribute to the formation of ancient
China’ s enlightened despotism in the sense that their efforts alleviate the conflicts between people and
emperor and stabilize the traditional political structure. Chinese history, since Qin-Han dynasty, has
appeared a circle of conflicts and coordination between these two political subjects.

Key words: Confucian scholar; undertaking of Dao and justice; the spirit of protesting;

enlightened despotism



