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On the Differences of the Origin and Primitive Functions
of Songs and Poetry

Zhao Hui
(College of Literature, South-Central University for Nationalities, Wuhan 430074, Hubei China)

Abstract: Songs and poetry do not share the same verbal origin in time-space. The former comes from
the political speech in the royal courts of Xizhou Dynasty which are characterized by a union of residential,
administrative and religious sacrifice-offering ceremonial functions while the latter evolves from the free speech
of the primitive man. Because of their different origins songs and poetry have different primitive functions.
Songs are music in nature, and as such they are used for expression of personal emotions and ambitions. As a
political tool in nature, poetry has a primitive function of eulogizing the virtues and achievements of political
leaders as well as satirizing and admonishing them.
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