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A Study on Liu Zhangqing s Deeds Relative to Buddhism

He Jianping
(Institute for Nomorthodox Chinese Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064 Sichuan, China)

Abstract: Liu Zhangqing was in touch with the ways of meditation from the Northern Chan
Buddhism in the Kaiyuan and Tianbao periods when he lived in Luoyang and Chang’ an for a successful
candidate in the highest imperial examinations in his early years. His poems of expressing Chan
thoughts revealed characteristics of the blend of the Northern Chan originated from Dongshan way and
Tiantai Chan. This is not only concerned with his experience, but also connected with the general
mood of Chan combining with the Vinaya in the temple supported by the Vinaya School and the
Tiantai School in South China since Tianbao.
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