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the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and

without him not one thing came into being.” ( , ,
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On the Engendering of Chinese Analects

Zhang Zikai

(Institute for Nomorthodox Chinese Culture, Sichuan Universitys Chengdu 610064 Sichuan, China)

Abstract: Up to now, there is also blind spots and mistaken ideas about the forming of analects,
and confuse about their difference. In fact, three analects sprang from unlike culture. During the last
stage of Spring and Autumn Period, as education spread and affected by the concept of expounding on
predecessors’ theories without producing anything original itself, Confucius’ s disciples recorded
teaching content as The Analects of Confucius. The Chan school in the Early Tang followed the
teaching method of Indian Buddhism, and regarded language as skillful means, which emulated
samgiti and Sutra to sum up master s speech. Inspired by monks, scholars of Neo-Confucianism in
Song Dynasty explained theories in college and took notes imitating The Analects of Confucius. In a
word, analects ars the results of either developing seperately or reflecting each other of the culture of
China and India, which shows the different ideas of language.

Key words: analects;the pre-Qin scholars; Indian culture; the Chan school; Neo-confucianism



