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Peirce’ s Semeiotic Conception of Mind

Pan Lei', Yang Jiayou’
(1. School of Philosophy, Wuhan Universityy, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China;
2. School of Humanities Wuhan College of Science & Engineering)

Abstract. Targeting the Cartesian conception of mind, Peirce provides a semeiotic analysis of
mind. Analysis shows that each mental event is a kind of valid inference which develops by signs.
Then, we can conclude that thoughts do not reside in human’ s brain, but in our public structure of
signs by which we communicate. Therefore, thought is public by its nature. Peirce’ s conception of
mind is perfectly embodied in his theory of thought-sign.
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