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Four Types of Stories on Meeting the Deity
during Voyages on the Sea

Wang Qing
(School of Chinese Language & Literatures Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: Meeting the deity during voyages on seas was an important stylized plot in ancient deity
and Taoism novels, which closely combined the legendary about the sea voyages and imagination about
the oversea fairyland, formed the marine-Utopia story. These stories could be traced back to the tale
about Taking the Raft Float on the Sea which was in the book Bowuzhi and formed several types of
stories after Tang Dynasty such as warning by foretell, bless and help, geographical and
knowledgeable, and love between human and fairy that undertook the function at the same time like
publicizing the religious thought, intensifying the morality, introducing the oversea knowledge, and
expressing the life ideality, etc. Besides the reach and peculiar imagine and the magnificent and
gorgeous language, the novels of this category had valuable literary worth.

Key words; deity and Taoism novels; voyages on seas; fairyland; myths



