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( HRLit)
On Rawls’ s and Habermas’ s Theory of Civil Disobedience

Yang Liyin
(School of Politics & Public Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China

Abstract: From Socrates who had realized that the sentence to him was unjust however rejected
jailbreak and accepted the execution, to Thoreau who definitely advanced the thought of civil
disobedience and carried it out in body by resisting tax, to Martin Luther King who organized the
bedin for Negro freedom, in the process of democracy, the civil disobedience has become a kind of
tradition in the West. Rawls brought the issues of the civil disobedience into his system of the theory
of justice and expounded it, so as to make it become the focus of law, ethics and politics again. But

Rawls’ s discussion about it has some limitations. Compared with Rawls, Habermas’ s accounts are

more persu asive.
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