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Henry Fielding s Arguments for Rational Egoism in His Novels

Du Juan
(School of Humanities, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, Hubei China)

Abstract: As a novelist with moral aspirations, Henry Fielding proposed explicitly the ethical
thought of “virtue deserving reward”, which implied the characteristics of rational egoism in his three
The Adventures of Joseph Andrews, The History of Tom Johns: A Foundling, and

Amelia. Compared with the moral philosophers who pay more attention to ethical concepts, Fielding

novels

expounded the thought of rational egoism under concrete situations. In his novels, Fielding gave a
detailed analysis of emotional impulse embodied in protagonists’ benevolence. The protagonists’ good
deeds and virtues in helping others would, in return, eventually help themselves pull through danger.
That is to say, their helps for others essentially help themselves; personal happiness would combine
with others’ happiness. The narrative mode emphasized on the emotional rather than material
rewards, and the related description of the problem of honors also fully reflected Fielding’ s narrative
intent of seeking feedback to the moral growth of protagonists.
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