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On the Rulers Hunting in Tang Dynasty

Nie Xiaohong
(School of Economics & Management, Wuhan Universtity, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China

Abstract: Tang Dynasty rulers’ hunting involved the emperors and the local governors’ hunting.
The emperors’ hunting had multiple functions and purposes: showing off the power, giving publicity
to the emperor’ s authority, hunting sacrificial beasts for the ancestral temple, in addition to
demonstrating how to fight against harmful animals. The local governors’ hunting also had several
functions and purposes: showing the authority and ability to the local people, protecting the
agricultural and livestock breeding from harmful animals, ensuring to provide enough rare animals to
the emperor. So merits and demerits of the rulers’ hunting in Tang Dynasty should be analyzed
seperately, not just being regarded as luxury-loving and enjoyment.
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