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On the “Evil” Theory of Hannah Arendt

Liu Ying
(School of Humanity & Public Managements H uagiao University, Quanzhou 362021, Fujian China)

Abstract: The thinking kernel of Hannah A rendt’ s whole life is“ thinking of Banality of evil .

Her concept of “Banality of evil” comes from her concept of “Radical evil” . In her view, “radical evil”

is an unprecedented terror created by the totalitarian system, and “Banality of evil” is evil committed

unconsciously by ordinary people completely brainwashed, controlled and therefore losing ideology of

freedom and moral judgment. The two “evil” Arendt has pointed out expose essencially the loss of

human urder modern totalitarian system from two aspects of individual and society.

Key words: Radical evil; Banality of evil; totalitarianism; without thinking



