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Evolution of the Poor Law of Britain in Tudor

Liu Tao
(School of History, Wuhan Universityy, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China

Abstract: Intending to solve the problem of the poor and the vagrancy, Tudor government
constituted a series of poor laws. Surrounding the controlling of the poor, there was a great change in
Tudor poor laws: punishment gave the way to discriminative almsgiving, poor law gradually became
rational. The evolvement of Tudor poor laws was affected by cotemporary almsgiving concept which
had countless connection with religion. Early almsgiving idea came from Catholicism, then after the
English Reformation, social almsgiving idea transformed: from the perceptual almsgiving of
Catholicism to the perceptual punishment of Protestant, and then back to the rational poor relief of
Christian Humanism.
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