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On Forbidding Begging in Early Modern England

Zhang Jiasheng
(History Department, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, Hu’ nan, China

Abstract: Begging is a long-existed social phenomenon in human history. In early modern

England, the government discriminatingly punished and relieved to beggars.The basic characteristic of

England forbidding begging at this periodis elites’ suggestion, government legislation, and towns’

execution. This characteristic of forbidding begging by the three forces simultaneously made England

powerfully hold down this social obstinate illness, and guaranteed England transfer to modern society

smoothly.
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