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The Foundation of the Idea of Governing State with Virtue
in Spring and Autumn Period

(School of Politics

Abstract: The ideas of attacking, acting oath of alliance and governing states with virtue were
accepted generally in Spring and Autumn Period. In these ideas, the concept Virtue were narrated as
means, not as aim. The reason why these ideas were so popular was related to the mentality of race,
related to survival of the race, related to divided political power under feudal system, also related to

direct advantages between feudal lord and its people. Overall, it’ s related to the environment of

Zhang Hongbo

Law Administration Sanxia University, Yichang 443000, Hubei China)

existence of aristocrats in Spring and Autumn Period.

Key words: governing states with virtue; noble political; mentality of race; feudal system



