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The Religious Outlook of Early Chinese Marxists

Cai Shuangquan
(School of Politics, Southwest University of Science & Technology, Mianyang 621010, Sichuan, China)

Abstract: The recognition to religion of early Chinese Marxists experiences a continually
deepening process. At first, they simply recognized that religion was a result of “making out of whole
cloth”, and its essence was an expression of “inequality relation”. For religious social function, they
emphasized at the early stage that religion obstructed scientific development and social progress, and
could positively absorb and exploit some wholesome ideaistic element, such as the conception of
Paradise of the West and the thought of universal salvation for the purpose of rescuing the manners
and morals of people and constructing an ideal society. Their religious outlook made history that the
Communist Party of China began to analyze and examine religious problem by using the basic
principles of Marxism.
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