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Financial Extortion of the Late Qing Dynasty

Cai Guobin
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract: “Financial Extortion” indicates the unreasonable and predatory revenue policies and
measures, which was showed as notortious or exorbitant taxes and tyranny. We should not denounce
all the financial policies and measures which were carried out by the late Qing Dynasty aiming at
increasing revenue as “financial extortion”. During the late Qing Dynasty, the main measures of
“financial extortion” were as below: added levying of original taxes, levying new taxes, forcing to
contribute, inflation, and so on. There was a conflict of “financial extortion” and “anti-financial
extortion” between the central and the local authority, which had caused disunity of local authority
with central government. “Financial extortion” had eventually transferred to the massive poor people,
and the future trouble was that the late Qing government had lost its support from people and ruined
in the collapse of its sovereignty.

Key words: late Qing Dynasty; financial extortion; financial policy



