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Germany s Ostpolitik and European Integration Research
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2. School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072 Hubei, China)

Abstract: Germany’ s effect in Cold War was reduced under the situation which the US-Soviet
relations relaxed. “Berlin Wall” made Germany realize that it had no practical significance neither
successful possibility to practice strong foreign policy towards Eastern camp. T herefore, Ostpolitik,
which represented Germany to break through the diplomatic difficult position was officially
announced. But this policy caused the Western ally’ s anxiety, the latter worried that Germany would
be closed to the Eastern camp to weaken the Western strength. As for Germany, without the West’ s
support, carrying out “Ostpolitik” lacked the backing of negotiations with the Eastern camp. Under
this situation, Germany accelerated to advance the European integration advancement to dispel the
Western camp’ s anxiety and win their support to its new foreign policy, at the same time, reinforce

its status in the negotiations with the Eastern camp. Through Germany’ s efforts, European political

integration—“Davignon Report”and the economic integration “Werner Report” were put forward
one after another. The European integration went forward in big strides. What’ s more, Ostpolitik
also produced the rich fruit.
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